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THE AMERICAN ORATOR. 


[From the Letters of a British Spy in America.} 


T was one Sunday, as [ travelled through the county of 
Orange, that my eye was caught by a cluster of horses tied 

near a ruinous, old, wooden house in the forest, not far 
from the road side. Having frequently seen such objects 
before, in travelling through these states, I had no dif- 
ficuity in understanding that this was a place of religious 
worship. 

Devotion alone should have stopped me to join in the duties 
of tne congregation ; but [ must confess, that curiosity to hear 
the preacher of such a wilderness was not the least of my 
motives, On entering I was struck with his preternatural ap- 
pearance. Ile was a tall and very spare old man ; his head, 
which was covered with a white linen cap, his shrivelled hands, 
and his voice, were all shaking under the influence of a palsy ; 
and a few moments ascertained to me that he was perfectly 
blind! 

The first emotions which touched my breast were those of 
mingled pity and veneration. But,ah! sacred God! how soon 
were all my feelings changed! The lips of Plato were never 
more worthy of a prognostic swarm of bees than were the lips 
of this holy man! It was a day of the administration of 
the sacrament: and his subject, of course, was the Passion of 
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our Saviour. I had heard the subject handled a thousand 
times: [ had thought it exhausted long ago. Little did 
1 suppose, that in=the wild) woods of America | was 
to meet with a man whose clogucnce would give to this 
topic a new and more sublime pathos than [ had ever before 
witnessed ! 

As he descended from the pulpit to distribute the mystic 
symbols, there was a peculiar,a more than human solemnity in 
his air and manner, which made my blood ruy cold and my 
whole frame shiver ! 7 ‘ 

Hlethen drew apicture of the sufferings of our Saviour; 
Kis tial before Pilate; his ascent up Calvary; his cru- 
cifixion ; and his death. I knew the whole history ; but never, 
until then, had [ heard the circumstances so selected, so ar- 
ranged, so coloured ! It was all new; and I seemed to have 
heard it for the first time in. my lite. , His enunciation 
was so deliberate, that his voice trembled on every sylla- 
ble, and every heart in the assembly trembled in anison. 
His peculiar phrases had that force of descripyon, that 
the original scene appeared to be, at that moment, act- 
ing before our eyes! We saw the very faces of the Jews: 
the staring, frightful . distortions. of .walice and rage! We 
saw the baffet:‘my soul kindied ‘witha flame of indigna- 
tion; and my hands were involuntarily and convulsively 
clenched ! 

But when he came to toych on the patience, the forgiving 
meekness of our Saviour; when’ he drew to the life bis 
blessed eyes streamed in tears‘ to Heaven; his voice breathing 
to God a soft and gentle prayer ‘of pardon on his enemies, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they kiow not what they do !"— 
thie voice of the preacher, which had all along faltered, grew 
fainter and fainter, anti! his ‘utterance being entirely ob- 
structed by the force of his feelings, he raised bis handker- 
chief to his eyes, and burst intoa loyd and irrepressible fleod 
of grief. The effect is inconceitable: the whole house re- 
sounded with the mingled groans, and sobs, and shricks of the 
congregation ! 

It was some time before the tamult had subsided so far as to 
permit him to proceed. Indeed, judging by the usual, but 
fallacious standard of my o.n weakness, | began to be very 
uneass for the situation of the preacher. For I could not con- 
ceive how he woold be able to let his audience down from 
the height to which he hed wound then, without impairing 
the solemnity and dignity of bis subject, or perhaps shocking 
them by the abruptness of the fall, But—no; the descent 

- i ° 
was as beantiful and sublime as the elevation had been rapid 
and enthusiastic ! 
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The first sentence, with which he broke the awful silence, 
was a quotation from Rotisseau : “ Socrates died like a philoso- 
plier, bat Jesus Christ likea God !” 

I despair of giving you any idea of the effect produced by 
this short sentence, unless you could perfectly conceive the 
whole miunner of the man, as well as the peculiar cries in the 
discourse. Never before did | completely understand what 
Demosthenes meant by laying such stréss on delivery. You 
are to bring before you the venerable figure of the preachér: 
his blindness, constantly recalling to your recollection old Homer, 
Ossian, and Milton, and associating with his performitice 
the melancholy grandeur of their geniuses; you are to imagine 
that you bear his slow, solemn, weil-accented enunciation, and 
his voice of affecting trembling melody ; you are to remem- 
ber the pitch of passion and enthusiast to which the congre- 
gation were raised ; and then the few minutes of portentous 
deathlike silence which reigned thronghout the house: the 
preacher removing his white handkercliiéf from his aged 
face, (even yet wet from ‘the recent torrent of his tears) and 
slowly stretched forth the palsied band which bolds it, begius 
the sentence: “ Socrates died like a philosoplier’—then paus- 
ing, raising his other hatid, pressing them both, clasped’ to- 
gether, with warmth and energy to his breast, lifting his 
“ sightless balls” to Heaven, «nd pouring his whole soul into 
his tremulous veice—“ but Jesus Christ—like a God!” If he 
had been indeed and in truth an angel of light, the effect could 
scarcely have been more divine, 

Whatever I had been able to conceive of the snblimity of 
Masillon or the force of Bourdaloue, jad fallen far short of 
the power which I felt from the delivery of this simple sen- 
tence. The blood, which just before had rushed in a hurricane 
upon my brain, and, in the violence and agony of my feel- 
ings, had held my whole system in suspense, now ran back 
into my heart, with a sensation which L cannot describe: a 
kind of shuddering delicious horror! ‘The paroxysm of 
biended pity and indiguation, to which | had- been trans- 
ported, subsided into the deepest selt-abasement, humility, and 
adoration. [ had just been lacerated and dissolved by sympathy 
for our Saviour ag a fellow-creature; but now, with fear and 
trembiing, L adored him as—* a God !” 

If this desoription give you the impression, that this incom- 
parabje minister had any thing of shallow theatrical trick 
in his manger, it does him gieat injustice. I have tiever 
seer in any, other orator such an union of simplictly and 
majesty. He has not » gesture, an attitude, or an accent, 
to which he does not seem forced by the sentiment 
which he is expressing. His mind is too serious, too 
tarn st, too solicitous, and at the same time too dignified to 
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stoop to artifice. Although as far removed from ostentation 
as a man can be, yet it is clear from the train, the style, and 
substance of his thoughts, that he is not only a very 
olite scholar, but aman of extensive and profound erudition. 
reas forcibly struck with a short yet beautiful character 
which he drew of our learned and amiable countryman, Mr, 
Robert Boyle: he spoke of him, as if “ his noble mind had, 
even before death, divested herself of all influence from bis 
frail tabernacle of flesh ;” and called him, in his peculiarly 
etn phatic and impressive manner, “a pure intelligence ; the 
link between men and angels.” 

This man has been before my imagination almost ever 
since. A thousand times, as 1 rode along, L dropped the 
reins of my bridle, stretched forth my hand, and tried to 
imitate his quotation from Rousseau: a thousand times | 
abandoned the attempt in despair, and felt persuaded that his 
peculiar manner and power arase from an energy of soul, 
which nature could give, but which no human being could 
justly copy. In short, he seems to be altogether a being of 
a former age, or of a totally different nature from the rest 
of men. As I recal, at this moment, several of his awfully 
striking attitudes, the chilling tide, with which my blood begins 
to pour along my arteries, reminds me of the emotions 
»roduced by the first sight of Gray’s introductory picture of 
his bard : 


“On a rock whose haughty brow 

Frowns o'er old Conway’s foaming flood, 
Rob’d in the sable garb of woe, 

With haggard eyes the poet stood ; 

(Loose his bear and hoary hair 

Streamed, like 2 meteor, to the troubled air :) 
And with a poet’s hand and prophet’s fire 
Struck the deep sorrows of his lyre.” 


Gaess my surprise, when, on my arrival at Richmond, and 
mentioning the name of this man, I found not one person who 
had ever before heard of James Waddell! Is it not strange, 
that sucha genius as this, so accomplished a scholar, so divine 
ap orator, shoald be permitted to langush and die in ob- 
scurity within eighty miles of the metropolis of Virginia? To 
me it is x conclusive argument, either that the Virginians have 
no taste for the highest strains of the most sublime oratory, or 
that they are destitute of a much more important quality, the 
love of genuine and exalted religion. 


IN- 





f 4 
1 
fielc 
of 
bau 
hav 
hav 
in f 
to € 
mat 
and 
ans! 
the 
Sor 
asst 
tot 
the 
atte 
jun 
wit 
err 
su; 
ou: 
pei 
col 
me 
ac 
the 
qu 
ul 
Tha 
tin: 
an 
shi 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
INTERESTING TRIALS. 





COURT OF KING’S BENCH, Novemeer 24. 
PHILLIPS AND OTHERS, 0 BATEMAN. 


ey was a writ of error, which, together with the excep- 
tions, were removed from the common pleas. 

‘The original action was tried before Chief-Justice Manse 
field, and was brought to recover fiom defendnnt the amount 
of a guarantee which he gave to the creditors of the Milford 
bauk in March, 1810. The bank in question, it appeared, 
having become embarrassed, and the holders of their notes 
having become extremely clamorous for payment, and having 
in fact locked in considerable nambers to the banking house 
to enforce their claim, defendaot, who was weli known asa 
man of considerable property in Pembrokeshire, came forward, 
and declared, as far as $0,000]. would go, he would be 
answerable to the holders of the Milford bank notes, provided 
they would agree for that time to withdraw their demands. 
Some of the creditors having expressed a wish to have this 
assurance in writing, a gentleman drew up a guarantee 
to that effect, which defendant signed. Upon this guarantee, 
the Milford bank having failed, the action was brought; and, 
after due deliberation, and long arguments of counsel, the 
jury found a verdict for plaintiff. The detendant, dissatisfied 
with this verdict, appealed to this court by way of writ of 
error, and hence ihe present arguinent arose. Mr. Tyndall, in 
support of the writ, ably contended that the judgement 
ought to be set aside, on the ground that there did not ap- 
pear on the face of the guarantee in question, any thing like a 
consideration which would constitute a liability. This argu. 
meut he supported by citing a variety of cases, and expressed 
a confident reliance that the: court would see the justice of 
the case I]: was argued on the other side, that there was 
quite consideration enough to justify a recovery apon the 
undertaking of defendant, and in sapport of this position 
many cases were cited. The court were however of opinion, 
that these cases were by no means analogous io that in dispute, 
and in fine decided that che judgmeat of the commun pleas 
should be set aside. 





COURT OF KING’S BLNCH, DecemBeR 7 


JONES @%. FYONEY, 


THIS was an action by which the plaintiff sought to 
recover from the defeadant the sum ef 100. bewe.the 
amount 
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amount of a deposit made by.the plaintiff in the hands of 
the defendaut, on the purchase of a public-bouse, purchased 
by iim as a tice public-house, bat which the plaiuiff, on 
enquiry lato the utle, found was not entitled to that descrip. 
tion. 

Lie public-house in consideration of the purchase of 
which the deposit in. question was made, was situated in 
Ciiarles-streei, Hlation-garden, and weut by the name of the 
Abercromby. At the sale it was deseribed as a free. public 
house, but on reading over the terms of the original lease, 
a clavse was discovered by which it was stipulated, that 
the beer ‘9 be sold im that house must be supplied by 
Messrs. Eiliott and Co. under the penalty of foriening the 
lease. On this discovery the bidders objected, that with 
such a clause in the lease, this could not. be considered a 
free public house. ‘The defendant, the auctioneer, how- 
ever, warranted the house as being a free public house, 
declaring that the clause in question had been pronounced 
null, by a decision of Lord Ellenborough’s. Qa this assu- 
rance, the plaintiff became the purchaser of the lease; but 
it having afterwards come to his knowledge, that the r- 
presentation made by the defendant was incerrect, and that 
the decision did not go the length of vullifying the obiigation 
in the lease, but only went to declare, that it was not 
obligatory, where Elliot and Co. failed to furnish to the 
party in possession of the house beer of a fiir quality, 
aud such as might be consumed ; the plaintiff insisted that 
this could not be considered a free house, but that he was 
entitled to be released from the contract into which be bad 
entered, and to have the deposit money restored to him. To 
inforce the latter part of this demand the present action was 
brought. 

for the defendant it was alleged, that the plaintiff must 
have sven the nature of the right which he was purchas 
pug. 

Lord Ellenborough held, however, that here there wasa 
special undertaking on the part of the defendant. 

The jury accordingly found for the plainufl—Damages 
00). 


CONSISTORY COURT, DOCTORS’ COMMONS, 
December 8, 1812. 


WOODBRIDGE AGAINST WALKER, FALSELY CALLED 
WALKER. 


THIS was a proceeding for a nullity of the marriage of 
Mi. Williaus Woodbridge, with Miss Mary Ann Walken 
° botit 
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both resident: in the parish of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, 
Middlesex, upon two grounds, viz, the minority of the husband, 
and solemi#ization of the marriage by license without legal 
consent; and its having taken place ina diijerent parish to 
that in which the parties resided, under the authority of a 
fraudulent alteration in the licence, sybstituting in it for 
that. purpose, the parish of St. Mary, Islingion, for that 
of St. Leonard, Shoreditch. This iatter circumstance was 
proved by the production of the original documents, authori 
ing the grant af the licence for the parish of St. Leonard, 
Shoreditch, and of the license itself, in which the words, 
“ St. Mary, Islington,” were written on an erasure— 
The : husband’s minority, which still exists, was . proved 
by his father, and the. certificate of his son’s birth and 
baptism ; and he likewise proved the absence of his con- 
sent. 

Sir William Scott observed, that as the minority and non- 
consent were so satisfacturiiy established, the consideration of 
the other ground of invality was not necessary to be’ entered 
into. He then, recapliulated the substance of the evidence 
upon this point, and pronowuced for the nullity of the mar 
riage. 





DEFRIES AGAINST DEFRIES. 


THIS was a proceeding for a divorce, instituted by Thomas 
Defries, esq. of Nottingham-place, Mary-le-bone, against Jane 
Mary Nugent Defries, bis wife, upon a charge of adultery 
between her and Thomas Levens Holden, esq. a cornet of 
cavalry. 

It appeared, from the pleadings on the part of the busband, 
that Mr. and Mrs. Defries had lived together in great 
harincny ‘till the introduction of Mr. Holden at their house, 
in the spring of: the yeat, 1809, and had two children. 
About that ume, upon a plea of ill health, she visited Mat- 
lock, in Derbyshire, and it. was there her acquaintance with 
Mr. Holden began to assume a more serious aspect. She 
shortly aiterwards eloped with him, and they passed a 
considerable time in travelliug through various parts .of 
the country, under the assumed characters of husband and 
wife; and, upon their arrival in town for the winter, 
took lodgings, and continued to live together under that 
assumption ‘of character, to the presunt time. Mi. Defries 
brought an action for damages against Mr. Holdes, who 
sufiered judgment to go by default, and a verdict was returned 
fur 10001. 
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On the part of Mrs. Defries, a pleading was given in des 
fence, asserting the estrangement of her husband's affee. 
tions from her as having deceived her into an improper 
line of conduct, which Jed to the unfortunate result; and 
charging him with collasion, in offering to abandon his 
action against Mr. Holden, if he would make a settlement 
enher. In reply to this, Mr. Defries pleaded for the most 
part,a general denial, accounting, however, for his agree- 
ug to abandon the action, by stating the impassioned 
eutreaties of his wife upon the subject to have so power- 
fully influenced his feelings &§ to have ‘induced him to 
promise a’ compliance with her request, ‘ull the subse- 
quent counsel. of his professional advisers . shewed him 
the impropriety of such an instance of indulgent weak- 
ness. 

rhe adultery at the different places visited by the parties. in 
their tour, having been proved, by reading the evidence of the 
servants that accompauied them, the friends of the husband, 
and others, 

Sir William Scott recapitulated the principal points, observ- 
ing, that the whole of the defensive evidence. must be taken 


as read, that the wife might not be deprived of any benefit ; 


which, as an accused party, she might expect to resuit from 
it. He then, after a few observations, confirmatory of his 
opinion of the sufliciency of the proof, pronounced for the 
divorce. 








RUSSIA. 


Interesting Extract from the Northern Post of October 26, (Novem- 
ber 7,) 1812. 


Moscow, October 17, (29.) 


‘Le encmy has not remained.long in Moscow—only one 
mouth and eight days; but he has left bebind him 
such marks of brutality and tage, as wil! in the annals of 
nations, cover his countrymen und his posterity with ever 
lasting shame andinfamy. A man of a virwous mind trembles 
and turns his eves from so detestable an objeet, and ei 
deavours to erase it from his memory, that the purity of his 
thonghis :uay rot be defiied by the contemplation of it. 
Takiug « view of olithese horrors, we cannot be said to wage 
warwithan enemy. Such an expression would convey ‘v0 
faint an idea of the borribie deeds that are perpetrating. All 
war subjects the human race to innumerable miseries : never 
9 LU caese, 
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theless, among colightened nations at least, this evil has 
some limits set to it by the principles of dignity and humanity 
The pride of one nation is opposed to the pride of another— 
but even in the heat of the most violent conflicts, both 
sides, amidst their struggles for victory and the glory of 
their arms, have paid some regard to their honour and 
good name. The sword subdued the strong, but honour 
taught to spare and to protect the weak. A military man 
would have thought it the highest indignity and shame to 
be reckoned a pillager and robber. A conqueror would 
take a town that defended itself; but having gained it, would 
grant protection to persons and property. The peaceable 
countryman sometimes lost his provisions; but his ficlds, 
his house, his wife, and his children, have remained un- 
injured. a 

In the wars with the Swedes, Peter the Great, on taking 
Narva, bathed his sword in the blood of his own subjects, 
for having dared to dishonour themselves by pillage. In 
the reign of Catherine the Second, one of our commanders 
received the severest reprimand for having burnt a Swedish 
village. ‘The Swedes, tu the like manner, on taking the 
effects of an individual, have been, known to send them 
back again to us. In the last war with England, the 
evewy always paid in ready money for whatever they took 
from private individuals; aud while they were at Nargen, 
having observed a fire on that island, sent immediately 
some meu from their own ships to assis! in extinguishing it. 
Such is the nature of the warfare carried on between nations 
who have a regard for the honour of their name: nay, even 
among savage nations, who resemble brutes more than men, 
more inelinatron is observable towards pillage than to a total 
destruction of every thing. ‘hey invade their neighbours, 
plunder and murder them, but do not destroy what they cannot 
carry awiny. 

fa enlightened times like the present, and in a people 
whe at one time were distinguished for the agrecableness of 
their mauners, we sce instances of ferocity and wick ed- 
ness, for which we should look inp vain in the accounts of 
the most savage inhabitants of Africa or America. Moscow 
alone will present os with a lamentable picture of the 
most uvheard-of enormities. The enemy entered it with 
out the smallest opposition on the part of our forces, as well 
as without any resistance of the inhabitants, who had mosily 
quitted the ‘city beforehand. No blood that the enemy 
had shed there, had given him any motive for rage or ie- 
venge. One would imagine, that in such circumstances, 
merce regerd forthe honoor of bis country would have induced 
him to preserve this ancicst metropolis, which had siood 
Vol, 52. 7 0 end 
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and been embellished by ages; for none, surely, but a 
madman would covet the glory of Erostratus, who set the 
temple of Diana on fire at Ephesus, But what was the case? 
Hardly bad he entered it, when his furious soldiers, officers, 
_and even generals, ran pillaging about the houses, break. 
ing, bruising, cutting in pieces, and scattering like mad- 
men, iv all directions, every thing that they could not carry 
away; looking glasses, crystals, porcelain, paintings, furni- 
ture, earthenware, Kc. wines, which they could neither 
drink nor take with them, they let into the streets ; books 
they rent, tore, and threw about. But this was not 
on yugh : unhappy Moscow, a prey to these cepredations, 
burst out into flames in namerous places; numbers of magni- 
ficent buildings were reduced to ashes, as well as those very 
= where but a little time before, their own country- 

nen, ‘notwithsian ling it was time of war, were peace- 
ably carrying on their trade! But this was still not enough: 
the walls of those orgy which had been plundered, and 
which had not been entirely destroyed by the fire, they 
took the pains to batter down with cannon. Evev with this 
their brutality was not yet satiated: to plunder and destruc- 
tion they added inhumanity and cruelty. When they had 
gathered a bLeap of things, they would set the load on some 
old and maimed man whom they caught in the streets, and 
force him to carry it to their station; aud when he has 
sunk undef the burthen, they have been known to cut him 
down with their naked swords. 

A ceriaia nobleman, a wan in years, Who had been 


struck with a paralytic stroke, was not able to get out of 
Moscow, and remained in his own house. A number of 


men came to it, and plundered, and set it on fire under 
his own eyes. With diificuky be got into the street, 
where immediately another band fell upon him, tore off 


his great coat, all his cloihes, boots, and stockisgs, and 


9 
were proceeding to pull bis shirt off his back, when the 


wretched man, pressug it to bis body in sign of earnest 


entresty, reeerved a biow of a sabie on his face, and was 
stretched naked, ali bloody and senseless on the ground, 
In many ploces numbers of women were lying violaied, 
mutilated, and dead : ta other the tombs and coiins were 
broken epen for the ike oof planed thus the bodies of the 
deceased, Neither wore these abomiaations and enormities 
yet sufticient: the doors of the team ole of God were forecd 
open—the itnaces timeped of nel ordaments piiests’ 
vestinents form to pice ty holy shrines of saints de- 
stroyed and scattered on the Hoor. But let these exeruble acts 
be hidden trom = or ey.s v it imperectrable veil: to lisult 
tie sancuty of G distie he stot human maduess aod 
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versity ; the worksof the impious are a disgrace, and their way 
is destruction. 

Already he is meeting his destruction: his measure of 
iniquity is full: the burning temples, and reeking blood 
of the innocent have turned the long suffering of God 
into wrath. Beaten on all sides, our enemy no longer in- 
timidaies us with lus once menacing, now exhausted,: famish- 
ed, and expiring forces, but by his acts of malice and 
cruelty. Plunged in an abyss of despair, seeing his destruc. 
tion before his eyes, he vomits the whole remains of his 
yenomous gall, in order once more to bite, and go off with 
an act of splendid mischief. He no longer attempts to 


delude our people by his deceitful assurances of their safety 
in remaining under his protection in Moscow, he no longer 
wants to conceal the infamy of his actions by shameless 
protestations, that it is not be but the Russians themselves 
who are the incendiavies, and who rob and murder. Ile 
has done with all these calumnies and lies; and having 
meton the field of battle with signal defeats, and sees 
ing himself driven out of Moscow, he gives himself up 
to the fulness of his fury, and vents it in a last effort, dy 
blowing up the Kremlin, and the places of divine worship 
there. 

Such has the head and leader of our foes shewn him- 
self to be !+ But have the executors of his will, and his 
aves, and the slaves of their own passions, shewn them- 
selves less ferocious than himself? Could be have breathed 
his spirit of fury and impiety into a million of hearts, if 
these hearts were themselves pot already perverted and 
filled with wickedness? Although there certainly way be 


some monsters in every well ordered nation, yet when every 


‘ 


individual of whole armies is a wonster, robber, incendiary, 
murderer, violator, insulter and defiler of the sanctuary 
liseli, it is iunpossible that morality should exist in such 
anation. The mind of man does not become wicked and 
ungodly all at once; but it becomes so little by litth—by 
example, by seduction, from the general and slowly in- 
stilled poison of infidelity and corruption. The French 
writers themselves have described the character of their 
nation as a mixture of the tiger and the ape; and wheo 
wasit not so? Where, and in what country else, has 
ever a whole reigning family been executed on a scaffold ? 
Where,and in what country, bave religion and God himselt 
been so biasphemed ? Where, and in what country, have 
the most detesiable crimes and vices been sanctioned by the 
customs and laws? Let us cast an eye on the infamous and 
false yeasonings in their writings, on the dissoluteness of 
their life and mauners, ov the horrors of the revolution, 
on 
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on the blood spilt ia their own and other countries ; has it ever 
been heard of elsewhere, of old meu a hundred years old, 
avd unboru jnfants, being condemned to punishment aud 
torture ? Whereis humanity ? Where are the least waces of 
morality and virtue ? 

Tais is the sort of nation with whom we have to do! 
From hence we may be able io judge whether au end can 
be ever put to the enmity between irreligion and piety, 
betweeu vice aad virtue. Loug time have we been in an 
error, in looking upon this nation as worthy of our esteem, 
our friendship, and even our imitation. We have been 
cherishing and pressing to onr bosums a. serpent, which 
at the same time ihat it nas been tearing its own entrails, 
has been pouring out its potson on us; andin return for 
our attachment and love, has been wounding us with its 
envenomed sting, ~ Let us not be ashamed of ackuowiedg- 
joy our Weakness: it 1s tore pranse-worthy, anu more 
secur, to fall and to rise again, than to see one’s error, and 
to remain ia it. The friendship and seductive manners of 
a corrupted people, are more dangerous to us than their 
enmity :od their arms. Let us resder thanks to God, he 
is our father even in his wrath, and watches for our good. 
Providence, in sending calamities upon us, sull shews us 
bis loving kinduvess. The loss of wealth may be made ap 
by moderation in our luxuries, and be compensated by in- 
dustry, and our substance may increase with time a buodred 
fuld; but the perversion of our morals, aud the infectious 
tendency of infidelity and impiety, would plunge us in 
irrevocable destruction. A most signal example whieh bas 
happened under our eyes, replete with enormities, ude 
flagrant by the conflagration of Moscow, and which we 
have, as it were, sealed by our blood and wounds, ought 
at last to opea our eyes, and to convince us that we have 
bat one of two aliernatives to choose, cither by continu 
jog io cherish our partiality for this impions people, to 
be their no less nnpiows bondmen; or by breaking with 
them ali moral connection, to return to the purity apd inno. 
cence of eur own mangers, znd be in name, and iv mind end 
suul, brave and trae Russians. We must for cuce, detcrmine 
to fix a bulwark between good and evil, that evil may not come 
unto us. It is then, that having gamed experieuce by our 
biood aad our evlamnnes, we shall again arise, we shail pur- 
chase to ourselves true glory, we shall procuie peace and 
tranquillity to our posierity, and the grace of God will be 
will us. 


M “mLvirs 
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Memoirs of General Sarvrazin, written by himself: 
[From the Second Number of the Philosopher.] 


JORN in France the 15th of August, 1770, captain of 

Y intaniry in 1792, engincer in 1794, colonel of the 14th 
regiment of dragoous in 1796, general in 1798, and exchanged 
by the English goverument as a lieutenant-general, the 8ih of 
“Ocivber 1798, for the English general Sir Harry Burrard, an 
ens'au, aseijeant, and hve soldiers, Lrcceived orders from the 
d.rectory to repois to the army of Ltaly, commanded by General 
Juubert: no sooner arrived at this destination, than 1 was 
entrusted with the command of a column consisting of eight 
battalions, to join the army of Rome, commaaded by General 
Championnet. ‘The Neapoliian army having been beaten was 
pursued by the French, who took possession of Naples. This 
movement leaving deleuceless the Roman states, where a 
spirit of disaffection was geueral, determined the general in 
chief to leave at Rome the reinforcement [ had brought bim. 

It was not long beturc the great propriety of this measure 
was wade apparent. Civita Vecchia rose up in arms, andl 
received orders to march and bring the inhabitanis to submis- 
sion, The chiet coummand of this expedition was confided to 
General Merlin, a good grenadier, but totally unacquainted 
with the art of war. After having invested and reconnoitred 
the place, L designed to open the trench and proceed accorde 
ing to the rules prescribed for sieges. The general baving 
scen the commencement of the first parallel, feil into a strong 
fitof lavghter, and asked if L was making graves to bury our 
troops alive, “ L am waiting for tifiy ladders thai are to be 
sent from Rome,” said this stupid commander, “ aod the very 
eveviug they shall! arrive, L will carry the place without re- 
moving a handful of earth;” he then ordered tie workmen 
away. ‘The ladders came: in vain iad I represented to him, 
that the place was too strung to be taken by a scalade; my 
remonstiances were disregarded. ‘The 62d regiment twice at- 
tempted to scale the ramparts, bat was driveu back with the 
loss of six hundred billed o. wounded. Two days previous to 
this silly and rash operauon, | had been sent for to Naples by 
General Championnct. 

All the environs of Salerno were occupied by the Neapolitan 
insurgenis. Atter baviag subducd Ciibaras, a village upon the 
sea coast between Salerno acd Amalfi, | marcled upon Santa 
Lucia, near Nocera, in the high road from Lacava to Naples, 
‘Twenty thousand insureents, ball of thea: armed wirh fre- 
locks, were stalroned upen the heights Jying tv ine casi of 
Sauta Lucia. IT bad only with me the SOtn regiment of in- 
fanuy, and the 19th regiment of hoise chasseurs, wih a 
company 
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company of light artillery. At the very moment I was going 
to attack them, a Neapolitan on horseback appeared at some 
distance, from our advanced posts and laid down a basket, 


which I sent t6 take up; it contained the virile members of 


some French soldiers, with this wriiten paper, “ We are ten 
to one, before twenty-four hours are elapsed, you will all have 
experieuced the same fate as the brigands of whom we here- 
with send you a sample.” . 

L bad no occasion to harangne the troops; it was quite 
enough to show them the contents of the basket. { forbade 
any firing till we were upon the heights, where the enemy 
Was eucamped, and which we ascended in a quick march: 
every thing that opposed us was overthrown ; our cavalry 
stationed upon the highway to pursue the runaways, made 
them sepent of their ernehy, the more so as those who had 
been so barbarous sly murdered, were alinost all of the 19th re- 
giment of chasseurs. I was upon the point of taking Nocera 
by storin, when the princips il inhabitants, with the bishop at 
their head in his pontifical robes, were announced to me. 
The troops requested orders to attac +k with loud outcries, that 
they might plunder the town guilty of the assassination of 
their comrades. I[ succeeded in calming their indignation, 
and it was agreed upon to allow a gratification = the soldiers. 
This event took plac e on the Ist of March, 1799. General 
Macdonald wrote me a very obliging letter eh the success 
of this operation, with orders to repair to the Pouille, a pro- 
vinee of the kingdom of Naples, to replace General Broussier, 
recalled to France and implicated in the disgrace of General 
Championnet. When Broussier gave me up the papers of his 
eounniad, he noticed to me a list of contributions which he 
had required in consequence of his instractions; they were 
very exactly paid. These riches were likely to have been fatal 
to ine, and to my troops. 

A man of war, called Le Genereux, which had escaped 
from the battle of Aboukir, had landed at Brindisi a battalion 
of the $i, regiment of light infantry, commanded by Colonel 
Goderd. The very day this intelligence reached me, I re- 
ceived orders from Geueral Macdenald immediately to eva- 
evate La Pouiile, and to repair to Naples, by forced marches, 
The disaster of Scherer unou the Adige, rendering the co- 
operation of the army of Naples necessary to make head 
against the Austro-Russians, | immediately wrote io Colonel 
GoJard to hold himsclt in readiness to effect a junction with 
me, nd to take proper measures to make «a brisk sally either 
by day or night, as soon as he should hear the firing of six 
proces of cannon, at the interval of a minute between each. 
I was at Bari, which is three good days’ mareh from Brindisi. 
I took the choice of my column, consisting of three thousand 
infantry, 
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infantry, six hundred dragoons, and the company of light ar- 
tillery. IL left the remainder with the treasure in garrison at 
Bari. Tie third day of the march being still within three 
leagues of Brindisi, whilst my troops were making a halt, in 
order to prepare for an engagement, | ordered the signal 
agreed upon, to be given. It turned out that it was unneces- 
sary, a8 at that moment the arrival was announced to me of 
the garrison, with their Colonel Godard, who came to me with 
tears of joy tor my having snatched him from inevitabie death ; 
they had been surrounded by 10,000 of the insurgents under 
the orders of Cardinal Ruffo, who had refused entering inio 
any kind of treaty with them, replying to all their proposals, 
that they should all be put to the sword, to revenge the death 
of so many uufortunate people slaughtered at Trani and 
Andria, two considerable towns, which had been taken by 
storm, and pillaged under General Broussiez. 

As I had not a moment to lose, L-retrogaded to Bari. Tie 
troops of the cardinal, who upon news of my arrival had raised 
the blockade of Brindisi, conveyed themselves with rapidiiy 
towards Matera and Ponte de Bovino, to take possession of 
the passages of the Appenines, which General Olivier, who 
had occupied them, had abandoned, to join Macdonald. My 
letter, which was to inform him of my movement towards 
Brindisi, only reached bim at Aveilino, and he continued his 
march towaids Naples. I was greatly blamed for not having 
executed my orders, as they then concluded me as Jost with 
ail ay troops, who amounied to 6000 men. IL was surrounded 
by 60,000 peasants, of whom SO.000 men were posted upon 
the Appéuines. My position was critical. It was veld out to 
me, that if | would restore the coptributions | had in pose 
session, they would leave the road free for me to rejoin the 
army. ‘The perspective they iad given the garrison of Brig- 
disi, made me appreciate sach a proposition at its just value 
for when they had received the money, it would only have 
rendered them more insolent, and more ente rprisiug. had 
recouise to stratagem, 

Mis conduct had made me friends. I had endeavoured, 
bs pile pros edings, to obliterate the remembrance of My pice 


doce ssur's barbarous ecadct. ] | sOpo x d ‘oO esiabiish myself 


ehict of the covntry, subordinate to the king of Naples, one 
of whose Zovernors L wesut wo becom » AS SOON ve Cine giand 
army shouid bave Guitted the kiagcaum. Ll ordered a genesal 
mecting ao Bionto,of lithe magistracesof provinces betwcen 
the Appentucs and the Adrietic Seas Many cane is of tue 
lusixocats repaired thuher; taey oppeare o be sincere, 
Thee re s losied bree days. Thai the deputics aeh. vot 
be criearened, Lo iad) oa eot with a bd waAvoOoD and 
three pieces of light ortiilery 5 the semamcer of my co! 
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with the treasure, was stationed at Trani aad Barletta, associat. 
ing with = tahabitants in the most cordial manner. The 


number of deputies was about two hundred. My des sign 
ot Tastiaep sles am from guarding the entry of the Appeni 1es 
was completed. I did not lose # moment in celebri ating 


our reconciliation by a sumptuous feast, the honours of 
which Lhad done by four Neapoliian officers, who were not 
in my confidence. L quitted the guests under the pretext 
of accompanymg avery handsome lady to her lodgings, whom 
they had destined tor me in marriage. My dragoons were on 
horseback outside of the town, It was near midnight, when 
we put ourselves in march. I rejoined my infantry, and 
we reached the entry of the Appenines, of whieh we took 
possession without touching the trigger, as thein urgents were 
fully perswaded that every thing was done with the friendly 
connivance of those of their chiefs who had rep aired to Bitonto 
to negotiate. During this mareh | caused my column to halt 
upon the field of battle of Cannes, so celebrated for the vic- 
tory obtained by Hannibal over the Roman consals Varro and 
Paulus “Lmilivus. This grownd isa vast plain, almost uncul- 
tivated, termineted on thecast by the Adriatic Sea, on the north 
by the plain of Foggia, on the west-by the Appenines, and on 
the south. by the river Ofanto, called by the ancients Aufidus. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





ENORMOUS FISH. 


N enormous fish, believed to be a grampus, has been 
latcly canght off Brichtop. The havoe which this sta 
pencous sea tnonster (which measeres in length upwards of St 
tect, and is nearly 1G ieet in girth) made in the herring nets 
that « angled it, cannot be repaired for a sum so moderate 
as SOL; but already triple that amount has been made from its 
exhibition, at Gd. pe rhead. The weieht of the animalis com- 
poted to be fiom tive tosix tons; and the oil of it, if properly 
extracied, it ts imegined will be werth from FOO! to 350). 
This fish is believed to be the basking shark. It has been 
sold by the proprietors in the usual way of their disposing of 
other fish (commouly known by the name of Dutch auetion); 
it was pur npat BOL and kept reducmmg Sl. at a time, tll it 
came to 70k when it was parelescd bv Mr. Weiler. The 
tisncrmen made between 200). and SCOL by exhibiting tt. 
t oon opening the fish on Tuesdsy, the company present were 
wich surprised at the enormiors size of ithe ver, whieh con- 
sisted of owo lobes, measuring im lengil upwards of 11 feet, 
each being 16 iaches thick. An cilman subsequently bought 
the liver of the purchaser, which weighed one tom sixty-sever 


pounds, at tue price of 22. 9 
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REFLECTION, 
\ JULEN we reflect what a vast number of crimes inebricty 


has occasioned, the mind of a rational being should view 
it with the utmost abhorrence. 





Unanimity and Diversity of Opinion. 
[From Miss Plumptre’s History of Myself and My Friend.] 


\ JE all know that diversity of opinion is so much a thing 

to be expected among human beings, that we must often 
have seen instances where as many different opinions were 
given upon a subject, as there were persons to opine upon it. 
Of this great truth our legislators of old were so well aware, 
that baving in their profound wisdom resolved to refer the 
determination of all important questions of justice, whether 
civil or criminal, to twelve persons who were to be unani- 
mous in their decision, the next point was, how to arrange 
matiers so that this unanimity might be obtained. In. the 
method determined upon, I must say that | think great 
judgment and knowledge of human nature were shown. It 
was obvious that there was one point on which not oaly 
twelve, but twelve thousand persons might be unanimous, 
and that was that all would be desirous of -eating and 
drinking. ‘This then was made the basis whereby to obtain 
unanimity on other points, and ‘till they became unanimous 
upon the minor object, that is the question of justice 
which they were suinmoned to decide, they were uot to be 
allowed to indulge in the major object, that upon which there 
never is any disagreement, but in which all unanimously take 
delight. 

It may perhaps here be objected, that a man’s life may 
then often depend upon the greater or less time that ihe desire 
of replenishing exhausted nature can be controijled, and 
that he who is extremely eager to get to the recast beet, must 
yield to him whose at AY thes are more under bis command, 
1 cannot help this; L can only say, that in selecting the per- 


sons Who are to compose a jury, Libink itavery wise reguiae 
tion that the right worslipfal members of certain corporate 
bodies are never iaclided in the pannel. Taeir natures are so 
suvon exhausted, and ace so often soliciting replenishment, 


that any sturdy fellow, of a different description, wntght soon 
make them, right or wrong, Send ther auautmity to his 


only by the capacity be bas acquit of resisting fora so mucia 
greater length of time the biagnedc powers Or a Weil-Coveted 
table. 


Vol. 52. 
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Answer, by W. Terry, of Plymouth, to F. Postlethwaite's Rebus, inserted the 
12th of October. 


A S I’ve perform’d th’ allotted task 
Your promis’d bounty, THANKS, I ask. 


*,* We have received the like answer from Caroline Caines, of Lion's. 
gate; and }. Davey. 


TI 








Answer, by Caroline Caines, of Lion's-Gate, to F. Chapple’s Enigma, inserted 
October 19. 


I nabte a kind Sir, it was quite time to write, 
And for that purpose touk my pen to write. 


ttt We have received the like answer from F. L. Veysey, of Racken. 
ford; and R. R. Broad, of Falmouth. 





Answer, by W. Bickbam, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton, to R. Parsons’, 
Rebus, inserted October 26. 


HAT heart must be like ADAMANT 


Who'd let his fellow-creatures want. 


(> Similar answers have been received from W. Terry, of Plymouth; 
Medicus, of Bruton ; and M. B. of Sherborne. 





4 REBUS by W. Snell, late of Tiverton. 


A num’ral next call to your sight; 
Then last of all a vowel write : 
The initials join, and I declare 
You'll see a town in Cambridgeshire. 


Are gents. first bring to light ; 
1 





— 


A REBUS, by J. W. of Falmouth. 


ESTRUCTIVE first, glad should I be 
To see a total end of thee, 
‘Thou hast thy thousands slain ; 
My next a cavern you will see, 
W hich oft wild beasts contain 
When you've these parts together joia’d, 
An officer I think you’ve find. 


A REBUS, by M. B. of Sherborne. 


ky you, my friends, would wish to find, 
What I at present have in mind ; 
A coin I pray you'll first declare ; 
A preposition choose with care ; 
A vowel, thirdly bring to view ; 
And last a measure you must shew ; ' 
‘These parts will easily explore, 
What L like well, and some adore. 
6 POETRY. 
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THE COUNTRY-CLERGYMAN PERFORMING HIS DUTIES. 


« 
—_“ Ever was he seen 
A faithful pastor; whether the return 
Of sabbath called his oratory forth 
c he was eloquent as one instinct 
Vith Heaven’s own spirit), whether he was wont 
To join, on festivals, a scatter’d few 
In pious prayer, while each clear echo told 
The vacant pews; whether the wasting sick, 
Abandon’d by the help of man, implor’d 
The sweet consolatory balm, that soothes 
The dying; or the last sad office claim’d 
The feeling teaz that trickled at the sobs 
Of funeral woe, what time the evening sun 
Fiung on the freshness of the new-turn’d grave 
A lingering beam. In admonition warm, 
Oft did he caution the too thoughtless tribes, 
Axainst each sin that easily besets 
The heart ; and oft, more anxious than their sires, 
Taught the surrounding innocent, who lov’d 
His friendly smile, the lesson to be good.” 


(Poems, vul. 1. p. 166, 167. 


THE CURATE. 


EANTIME the curate, with a modest port, 
A Had gain’d the rostrum, ready to exhort. 
Perhaps, on some fresh outrage to declaim, 
And spreads on conscious cheeks the blush of shame: 
Certain it is, he oft dispens’d advice 
Season’d with much vituperative spice, 
Nor seldom to the gentler feelings spoke, 
And tvuch’d the busom by a tender stroke, 
Yet, whether to a high censor‘al pitch 
He rais’d his voice in declamation rich, 
Ur drew by all the meltingness of tone, 
From careless youth a sigh, from age a groan ; 
The knight reports, he rarely was so rude 
As on the hour of dinner to intrude, 
But in good season, with a decent grace, 
Resign’d the preacher’s for the chaplain’s place. 


{Poems, vol. 2, p. 41-] 


THE MODISH PARSON. 


B EHOLD, his pew the doctor leaves, 
And strutting in the pomp of pudding sleeves 































1020 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


With gait important, tho’ well nigh a dwarf, 
Exhibits to the crowd his staring scarf! 

The pulpit with an air devout ascends, 

Propp’d on a stuol with adoration bends; 
Recites the collect with low voice, and next 

In energetic voice repeats the text, 

As if he acted an apostle’s part, 

Twice uttering—‘** I am lowly, meek in heart.” 
Yes! thou art meck, poor self-dejected thing! 
Witness the sparkling of thy diamond ring, 
That to thy fine white hand attention draws, 
And to thy graceful gestures steals applause ; 
Witness those solemn emphases that roll 

With deep persuasion round, and trance the soul; 
Those artificial falls that o’er the throng 

Slide in soft music from thy silver tongue ; 

“That oratorial pause which oft affords 

Some little respite to thy swelling words! 

And what thy topics? Lo, the moral sense, 
The glorious light that nature’s works dispense; 
And reason, that rejects with proud disdain 
The atuning Saviour—topics after Paytie. 


{ Poems, Vol. 2, p. 177, 178.] 


THE CLERICAL FASHIONIST. 


—~ fons alarming ills our safety threat, 
When e’en our hallow’d order apes the great ; 
When the rich priest, in pompous pride looks down 
Upon his low-bred brethren of the gown, 
An, Jed by attectation and caprice 
From modern ladies to the bards of Greece, 
A head-dress or a syllable adjusts, 
And talks of toilets as he talks of busts, 
Blazes amid an equipage superb, 
Or, simply musing, cu!ls the hedgerow herb, 
Now on his Hebrew roots pretends to starve, 
Now vaunts his skillto cater and t carve, 
Bows to theatric rows with stitf approach, 
3ut- hands with case a mistress to her coach, 
And, Aristippus-like, all things to all, 
Now cites the fathers, and now gives a ball. 


{Poems in 5 vols. vol. 2, p. 48, 49.] 








THE RETORT COURTEOUS. 


Youth whose face and graceful air 
Belied his silly mind, 
Scarce bearded yet, would court the fair, 
And found Clarinda kind. 
But soon the fair astonish’d found 
The thing that caught her eye, 
When she survey’d it round and round, 
Was but a butterfly. 
Indignant at the gaudy thing, 
She lett him in a pet; 
And he, to vent his rankling spleen, 
Prociaim’d her a coguetie. 
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